
July 12, 2006

The Honorable Bill Frist
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Frist:

Time is running out for the many victims of the current broken asbestos compensation system.  
That’s why it is imperative for the Senate to act – and to act now – on replacing the current
broken asbestos litigation system with a reasonable no-fault, privately financed national asbestos 
victims’ compensation fund.

Without the relief asbestos reform legislation will provide, hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
asbestos victims will die without ever seeing a dollar of compensation.  Sick veterans who were 
exposed to dangerous asbestos during their military service will continue to be frustrated in 
seeking fair compensation through the courts. And small businesses that never manufactured or 
sold asbestos will continue to be crushed under the weight of asbestos liability, as asbestos 
lawsuits force the businesses of Main Street into bankruptcy.

Unlike the current court system, the asbestos trust fund will compensate truly ill victims quickly 
and fairly while at the same time protecting innocent small and medium-sized businesses. 

On behalf of the many victims of the current system, we the undersigned urge you to bring 
S. 3274, the FAIR Act, to the Senate floor as soon as possible and jumpstart the debate on 
reforming the asbestos liability system.  Sick victims, veterans, seniors and small business 
owners simply cannot wait any longer for Congress to fix the current broken system.

We thank you for your support.

Kathy Bennett
CEO
Bennett Packaging of KC, Inc., Missouri

Shannon Aldana
Owner
Aldana Plumbing, Nebraska

Karen Kerrigan 
President and CEO
SBE Council

Duane Cherlton
President 
db Realty Enterprises, Arizona

Boyd Parker
Shreveport Rubber and Gasket, 
Louisiana 

Kathryn Serkes
Director of Policy & Public Affairs
Association of American Physicians & 
Surgeons

James R. Mueller
Commander in Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars



Todd Cook
Vice President of Government Relations
Lansing Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Michigan

Dean Schirf
Corporate Secretary
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce

Larry McHugh 
President
Middlesex County Chamber of 
Commerce, Connecticut 

David L. Magidson
National Commander
Jewish War Veterans of the USA

Brad Burleson
Realtor, Arkansas

Jeff Mazella 
Executive Director
Center for Individual Freedom

The Honorable Wally Straughn
Past State Representative, District 15
Veteran
Arizona

Mike Clemenson
Post Service Officer
Ira M. Hayes American Legion Post 
No. 84, Arizona

Dr. J.D. Panetta
Physician
Banner Healthcare, Arizona

Jimmy L Manley
Past Department Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Alabama

Michael Sedlmayer
President
Michael’s Menagerie, Arizona

Ivy J. Dupre 
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Louisiana

John Hanson
Past Department Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, North Dakota

Beatrice Burnett
Retiree
Arkansas

Joseph L. Barnes
National Executive Secretary
Fleet Reserve Association

Steve Hall
Vice President of Government Affairs
American Council of Engineering 
Companies

Buck Cowling
Arkansas Veterans Coalition

Brenda York
Director
York Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Nebraska

JP Junkin
Innovative Builders, Arkansas

Donald R. Fenter
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Oklahoma

Rev. Terry Williams
Arkansas Veterans Coalition

Jim Corbin
Owner
Friends LLC, Arizona

H.L. Moody
Quawpaw Quarter Residential 
Association, Arkansas

Anthony P. Rescigno
President
Greater New Haven Chamber of 
Commerce, Connecticut

Stewart Iverson
Iowa State Senator



Barbara Kasoff
President/Cofounder
Women Impacting Public Policy

VADM Norbert R. Ryan JR (USN-RET)
President
Military Officers Association of America

Dave Paddock
Corporate Secretary
Preferred Utilities Manufacturing 
Corporation, Connecticut

Nancy Boettger
Iowa State Senator

Eric L. Halverson
Past Department Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Michigan

Bill MacDonald
President
MacDonald Direct Marketing Inc., 
Arizona

Robert Camblin
President
Camblin Mechanical, Inc., Iowa

Adrian Baker
Boston Cedar & Millwork, Connecticut

Taren McKinney
Economic Development Specialist
Middlesex County Chamber of 
Commerce, Connecticut

Michael G. Penney
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Kentucky

John Barrasso
Mechanical Contractors Association of 
Connecticut

Tom Bunting
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Maryland

State Rep. Johnnie Bolin
Retired mill worker, Arkansas

Debi Durham
President
Siouxland Chamber of Commerce, Iowa

Cate Wunder
President
Wunderworks, Arizona

Leslie Grossman
Cofounder
Women's Leadership Exchange

Charles “Chuck” Arndt
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Wisconsin

Jason Hellickson
Director & Senior Vice President
Holmes Murphy Insurance, Iowa

Bob Brown
United Auto Workers, Louisiana 

Vicki Gilpin
Executive Director
Lexington Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Nebraska

Roger Sellers
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Kansas

Mike Carter
Co-owner
Monroe Rubber and Gasket, Louisiana 

Joe Proctor
President
Proctor Mechanical Corporation, Iowa

Hunter Parks
President
Hunter Companies, Iowa

Thomas Schatz 
President
Citizens Against Government Waste



Don Briggs
President
Louisiana Independent Oil and Gas 
Association 

Michael J. Fox, 
Executive Director
Gasoline & Automotive Service Dealers 
of America, Inc (GASDA), Connecticut

Scott Folse
President
Delta Mechanical, Louisiana

Tom Morris
Armstrong International, Inc., Michigan

Kim Baliman
Executive Director
Kimball-Banner County Chamber of 
Commerce, Nebraska

Dick Bremer
President
Shreveport Chamber of Commerce, 
Louisiana

Bill Dobbie
Legislative Director
Michigan VFW

Jim W. Dickens
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Ohio

Mike Ralston
President 
Iowa Association of Business and 
Industry

Larry McKibben
Iowa State Senator

Larry Belote
National President
Blinded Veterans Association

Steve Pearlman
CROWN Cork, Connecticut 

David Earle
Earle Company, Louisiana

Dennis Durham
Vice President of Business Advocacy
Battle Creek Chamber of Commerce, 
Michigan 

Michael Jordan
Realtor
Realty Executives, Arizona

Marsha Firestone, Ph.D.
President and Founder
Women Presidents' Organization

Russell A. Eggers
Brigadier General (Ret.), Iowa

Wendy Block
Director-Health Policy and Human 
Resources
Michigan Chamber of Commerce

State Sen. Noble Ellington
Louisiana State Senator

John “Mac” MacIlroy
President and CEO
Michigan Manufacturers Association

Johnny J. Raney
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Missouri

Gary O’ Rielly 
Louisiana Pulp and Paper Association

Ernie Kyzer
Past State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Arkansas

Terri Dageford
Director Business & Industry
Gage County Economic Development, 
Nebraska

Lisa Katz
Director of Government Relations



Detroit Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Michigan

State Rep. Paula Zelenko
Michigan House of Representatives

Doug Watts
Executive Director
Wahoo Chamber of Commerce, 
Nebraska

Bruce McFee
President
Sullivan-Palatek, Inc., Michigan

Donna Carville
Public Affairs Manager
Dow Chemical 
Plaquemine, Louisiana

Larry Madison
Deputy Legislative Director
The Retired Enlisted Association

Paul Timpanelli
President and Chief Executive Officer
Bridgeport Regional Business Council, 
Connecticut

Kristie Darien
Director of Government Affairs
National Association for the 
Self-Employed

Don Mihovk
Vice President of Public Affairs
Nebraska State Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry

Judy Calhoun
Chairperson
UAW State CAP & PAC Council, 
Oklahoma

Lori Warner
President
Beatrice Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Nebraska

Elree T. “Smitty” Smith
Past State Commander

Veterans of Foreign Wars, North 
Carolina

Michelle Plasari
President
RetireSafe

Dave Nash
Nash Engineering Company, 
Connecticut

Martin Huff
Executive Director
Nebraska Manufactured Housing 
Association

Craig Ohlmann
Chairman
Nebraska Lumber Dealers Association

Ron Sack
President
Sack Lumber Company, Nebraska

Scott Ellis
Government Relations Director
Mid-America Chapter, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, Oklahoma

Bob Leach
South Carolina State Representative

Alan Hale
President
Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Nebraska

Lil Adams
Executive Director
Sterling Heights Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Michigan

Megan McGowan
Executive Director
Cheyenne County Chamber of 
Commerce, Nebraska

John Fowler
CEO
Stillwater Chamber of Commerce,
Oklahoma



Richard Brothers
Retired
USMC & Commissioner of the New 
Hampshire Department of Employment 
Security

Patt Lentfer
Executive Director
Fillmore County Development 
Corporation, Nebraska

David Young
Attorney and Major in the US Army
New Hampshire

Jeanette LaMar
Executive Director
Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors 
of Oklahoma

Paul Chevalier
Legislative Chairman
New Hampshire VFW

Grif Dalianis
Civilian Aid to Secretary of Army
US Army, New Hampshire

Jim Stabile
Director of Sales and Marketing
Stabile Homes, Inc., New Hampshire

Jim Johnston
Executive Director
Nebraska City Tourism & Commerce

Mary M. Martin
Chairman of the Board of Directors
The Seniors Coalition

Shaun Doherty
Executive Director
College Republicans, New Hampshire

Stacey Grewek
Executive Director
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling-Contractors 
of Nebraska

Bubba Vance
Vice President 
Oakley Fertilizer, Arkansas

Wally Key
President/CEO
The Northwest Chamber of Commerce, 
Oklahoma

Lindbergh Thomas
Retired State Representative, Arkansas

Hershel Gober
Legislative Director
Military Order of the Purple Heart

Ronn Cupp
Senior Vice President of Government 
Relations
Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce

John Hanson
Past Department Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, North Dakota

Phyllis Randolph
President
Cimarron County Chamber of 
Commerce, Oklahoma

Bill Sandifer
South Carolina State Representative

Stephanie Upton
Director
Skiatook Chamber of Commerce, 
Oklahoma

Jimmy Fish
Business Manager
Heat and Frost Insulators and Asbestos 
Workers Local Union #94, Oklahoma

Charles J. Kalil
Corporate Vice President, General 
Counsel and Corporate Secretary
The Dow Chemical Company, Michigan



Priscilla Smith
Executive Director
Cushing Chamber of Commerce, 
Oklahoma

Jared Rodriguez
Vice President for Public Policy and 
Government Affairs
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Michigan  

Wes Stucky
President/CEO
Ardmore Chamber of Commerce, 
Oklahoma

Rita Brock-Perini
President and Commissioner
Phoenix Military Veterans Commission, 
Arizona

Bob Walker
South Carolina State Representative

William M. Matz Jr.
Major General, US Army Retired
President
National Association of Uniformed 
Services

Bill Everett
Vice President of Government Affairs
Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce, 
Oklahoma

Lanny Littlejohn
South Carolina State Representative

Jesse J. Brown
Owner
Brocor Investments, Arizona

Bill Coates
Attorney 
Roe Cassidy Coates, South Carolina

Hunter Howard
President & Chief Executive Officer
South Carolina Chamber of Commerce

Richard C. Schneider
Executive Director Government Affairs
Non Commissioned Officers Association

Marlan Ferguson
President
Grand Island Area Economic 
Development Corporation, Nebraska

Jennifer Wolf
Executive Director
Dawson Area Development Corporation, 
Nebraska

State Rep. Ken Cowling
President
Cowling Title Co., Arkansas

Charles Hale, Jr.
Tuxis Lumber Company, Connecticut

Kenny Whitfield
President
KT Builders, Arkansas

Lee Blair
Executive Vice President/Interim 
President
Spartanburg Chamber of Commerce, 
South Carolina

Don Racheter
Moderator
Iowa Wednesday Group

cc: US Senate


